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Dispensing Audiologists—They
Once Walked A Lonely Road

Twenty-five years ago, audiologists who heeded an inner call to help the hearing
impaired through permnm‘ hands-on markermg of hearing instruments were labeled as
“unethical” audiolog They b pi s in the field of dispensing audiology.
By Marjorie D). Skafte, editorial director
n the late sixties, Jim Curran, John Schuneman, Mel
I" ki and Otis Whi b had each ived their
masters degrees in audiology: Jim and Mel from the
University of Wisconsin; Otis from Northern Ilinois Univer-
sity and John from Western Michigan University. They
were young, filled with enthusiasm and dedicated to the
had chosen. they chose the field

tlmghl'mmlwchnmlllmmchmc a school
system, or h ina y department.
These were the prime i
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Somewhere along the way, however, each of them found
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dying at the Uni (UW)
nldm.lame Jim related. ‘Wsmdlkxd‘ulkingmthw
and more and more we became convinced that we could do
more for the hearing impaired if, #s audiologists. we contin-
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Click heretoread article by Marj Skafte about perspectives of audiologists Jim Curran, John
Schuneman, Mé Sorkowitz, and Otis Whitcomb.Download
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By MarjorieD. Skafte

Article summary: Fifty years ago, audiologists who heeded an inner call to help people with
hearing loss through personal hands-on marketing of hearing aids were labeled as “unethical”
audiologists. They became pioneersin the field of dispensing audiology. Here are the personal
stories of four masters degree audiol ogists who were among the very first to venture into
dispensing hearing aids: Jim Curran, John Schuneman, Mel Sorkowitz, and Otis Whitcomb.

Note: Thisarticle was published prior to the establishment of Hearing Review’ s website. To read
and/or access the article, please click on the article on the right or point your browser to this

link: https.//www.hearingreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Skafte_DispensingAudiol ogists
LonelyRoad Oct1994HR.pdf
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